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Die Lunæ Martii 11. 1705. 


T this Council it it agreed that the thanks of this houſe be 
given to Mr. Trapp of Wadham College for the Sermon 
Preach d before the Corporation on the day of the Q EE N. 
bl Tnauguration ; and that he be deſr d to print the ſane: 
Mr. Knibb, Mr. White, and Myr. Hall are defir d to wait on 

Mr, Trapp, and acquaint NMim therewith. 0 
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Preach d upon the . 


WEEN" INAUGURATION 
March 8. 170: | 


Prov. xxVIII. a2. 
Fir the Tranſgreſſion 22 a Land nam are. : 
the Princes thereof; but iy 4 Man of 


Under/landing and Knowledge the State 
iheredf Jhall be Prolog d. 11 


HE Defign of this Day's Salemnidty 10 
| ing to offer up our Thanks to Almighty 
Gop for Her Majefty's rr 42 Acceſſion 

the Throne, and to pray for the long Con. 
ance of Her Life and Reign over 57 aDiſ- 
urſe upon the Cauſes and Michicfs of Changes 


Government, and the Means by which they 
A | may 


N. 


A Sermon Preach d upon th © 


may be prevented can be no improper Enter- 
tainment upon this Occaſion. To treat of this 
Subject at large, and endeavour to aſſign a/] 
the ſecret Springs of thoſe terrible Convulſions, 
and frequent Alterations which States and King. 
doms labour under, would be by no means for: 
reign. to our preſent Purpoſe: but I ſhall ra. 
ther chuſe to take a narrower Compaſs, and in- 
ſiſt upon no more than what is either men- 
tion d, or imply'd in the Words of my Text. 
The ſenſe of which I ſhall explain, before I come 
to diſcourſe upon it. TP} 

For the Tranſereſſion of a Land many are the 
Princes thereof. In this former part of the Verſe, 
the wiſe Author of it may ſpeak of mam Princes i; 
being in a Nation either at the ſame time, or de 
ſucceſſively: by either of theſe Expoſitions the, 
Meaning is clear, and the Obſeryation very ma- in 
terial. For it is certainly a moſt preſſing (a 7 
lamity to any People, and therefore likely toi, , 
be occaſion d by their Tranſgreſſions, either tt 
have ſeveral: Competitors or Rival Kings con 
tending together for the ſupreme Authority, d 
to have the civil Conftitution. often charg'd all 
vary'd: or even, to have frequent. Succeſſun 
of Princes, in. the ſame. form of Governmeuß 
There is like wiſe another Interpretation which 
may naturally enough, and without. force Þ 
| | | IP 


r 
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narchy or the ſupreme Power lodg d only in 
one Perſon is the eafieft and ſafeſt Kind of Go- 
vernment, and the beſt calculated for the Wel- 
fare of the Subject; but that any Axriſtocratical 
or Popular Scheme whatſoever, in which the 
higheſt Dominion 1s committed to many co- 
ordinate Lords or Rulers, is rather a Misfor- 
tune than a Convenience to a State or Nation, 
in ſpight of it's ſpecious Pretences to Liberty 


ble from the Words; yet becauſe there was no 
conſiderable Government in the World, but 
that of Monarchy in this Royal Author's Time, 


to take this for granted, than to infiſt upon it 
in the Body of my DiſcourſGm. 

The latter part of the Text runs thus. Bui 
ly a Man of Under/tanding and Knowledge the 
gate thereof" ſball be prolong d. According to 


xc. That Wiſdom, Knowledge , and Under- 


nd Religion in the Stile of this Book of Pro- 
ſerbs, is ſo well known, that I need but juſt 
nention it. And then, if this Clauſe be read in 


put upon the Words: and ĩt is this. That Mo- 


nd Privilege. But tho this be plainly deduci- 


it is probable that this is not the Senſe inten- 
ded by Him. I ſhall therefore chuſe rather 


ome Tranflators; it is ſpoken in the plural 
Number, and render d Men of Under/tanding 


anding conſtantly include the Notions of Piety 


A 2 the 


A Sermon Preach d upon the 


the plural number, it will be an exact Antithe. 
ſis to the former part of the Verſe. For then 
the Senſe of the Whole will be this. As by 
the Tranſgreſſions of a Land, civil Diſſenſions 
among many Princes, and frequent Alterations 
in Government are occaſion d; ſo on the con. 
trary, by Its Wiſdom and Vertue thoſe Incon. 
veniences are prevented, and the Conſtitution 
and Tranquillity of the State are perpetuated h 
and ſecurd. But if it be render d Man of Un. 
der ſtamding in the ſingular Number, as it is by 
our Tranſlators, and by the moſt and the belt p. 
Expoſitors; then it cannot without great force Ml ** 
relate to any but the Perſon of the Ming, or 7? 
fapreme Governor. This Interpretation there. W 
fore I make choice of; and according to it, the Cit 
Text taken all together may be thus Paraphraſed 
* To have many Princes either. contending for 
«Empire at the ſame time, or by a quick Suc 
© ceſſion coming after one another, are Calamt 
ce ties brought upon a Nation by it's Sins: buta 
prince of Wiſdom and Piety will prevent thoſe 
*Evils; becauſe He will ſo regulate His ow! 
Life, and ſo influence thoſe of others, as to 
ce make Religion flouriſh in his Dominions, by 
e which means his Reign will be prolong, and 
*the Eſtabliſhment ſecur d. 


The 


"The "Words" Wil 2177 aneh hg 
_ theſe following ( Obſervations. | 


1 Firſt," That civil Diviſions among many Pre. 
tenders ta a Throne, and frequent Changes; of 
Government. and Governors are, occaſiond by 
the Sins of a Nation. OT RET. 

II. Secondly,That Wie and Religious Þ Princes 
haye a mighty Influence to prevent 1555 e Mig 
chiefs, to lengthen their Reigns, and. ecure the 
Conſtitution. And therefore N 

III. Thiralr, That the Acceſion of a pf Such 'a 
Prince to the Acne e is long Cant inuance 
upon it, is a moſt leſſing to his Subjects. 
Which ac I {hall apply. to our own 
Circumſtanc iet tor. ch 31 in : mas 

Theſe things 1 Sell ales in the Order, 
they lie bee 7 ; 49911 0 

IV. 5 0 Fr A WG Inferences 
cy them, 3 with an Application: of, 
the whole to the, Occaſion, of the Har. 25 

I. The firſt Obſervable is This. That 2 
Diviſions among many Pretenders to a Throne, 
and frequent Changes of Government and Go- 
rernors are occafion'd-by the Sins of a Nation. 
ln this, as in all other matters relating to Go D's: 
Providence! and His Government of the World;: 


© cannot ſpeak, in univerſal Terms, as if 4 
. 
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© © had Certainty and Demonſtration about it. His 
Plal: 38.6. Fuderments are a great Deep, and we are 


not ſo well acquainted with them, as to reduce 
them to fixd Standards and Meaſures, or ſay 
in particular Caſes, that it is conftantly /o, and 
never otherwiſe. Theſe Evils therefore which 
we are 0 when They happen to a 
Nation, are not always perhaps inflicted upon 
it, as Puniſhments; and on the other hand, 
when Gop puniſhes, He does not always make 
uſe of thoſe Means; becauſe there are other 
Methods of Scourging and Chaſtifing a Rebel. 
lious People. Tis certain that at all Times 
they are great Evils; and whenever they hap- 
pen, no Nation is ſo Righteous as not to deſerve 
them; but it does not from hence follow that 
they are always occafion'd by its Sins. Some 
of them may be caus'd by a Title between Two, 
or more Princes which is really doubtfull and 
diſputable; upon which they appeal to Gov 


by a War, the bloody and pernicious Conſe- 8 
quences of which are unayoidable. Not but 4 | 


that Gop by His Providence may ſoorder things, 
as to receive their Appeal by a War, and at the 
ſame time chaſtiſe a wicked Nation by the Mr 
ſeries of it, and inflict them as Puniſhments pro- 
perly ſo call d. But I ſay it does not neceſſi 
rily follow, that He does fo in thoſe — 5 

> ides, 


"os BENS. Jo 2 
N fides, by the natural Infirmity of tome Politi- - 
e aal Conſtitutions ariſing from ſome fault in the 
« original. F 'raming of them, the Forums of Go. 
„ernment may take ſeveral Turns; and as for 
0 particular Kings, by the ſame Weakneſs of the 
» Ml Eſtabliſhment, their Reigns may be ſhort, and 
the Succeſſion very ſwift. Thus it proy'da-- 
mong the Romans; who, eſpecially. in the De 
Ri of that. unmanageable Monarchy, had a 
new Emperor almoſt every year; and ſome 
reign'd ſo few Days, that they ſeem d to be ad- 
vancd to the Imperial Dignity for no other 
End, but that they Bk, be ene down 
from IR 
But notwithſtanding. all this, it is certain 
from my Text that ſomtimes, and prabab le 
e om Ts that For the moſt part theſe Cala- 
o, mities are ſent. from Heaven upon People for 
i cheir Tranſgreſſions, or are the natural Effects 
ud Conſequences of them. That there are na- 
e. tonal Sins, and that They call for; na tionab Pu- 
ot niſhments, is too manifeſt to be queſtion d. And 
M Puniſhments are more proper, or more rea · 
he ey at hand than thoſe Miſcries of wlijeh we are 
I. {ow diſcourſing, Miſeries they certainl are, 
o- end that of the wo. Magnitude; and therobine; 
7; kely to be brought 5 a lid by bt e 34. 


ge. 10 hos them i ONE — therein. 
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The fatal Calamities which a. Nation muſt 

unavoidably labour under from the Quarrels of 

Princes ſtruggling for Empire at be /ame time 

are ſufficiently apparent both from Reaſon and 

Hiſtory : nay at this Day they are too viſible in 

other Countrys of Europe, and'Gop grant 

1 We may never aga in experience them in our 

Own. And as if the Words of Solomon in my 

Text had been a Prophecy concerning His own 

Kingdom, immediately upon His Death, partly 

upon the Account of his own Provocations, and 

partly for the Perverſeneſs and Idolatry of the ti 

Hraelites, inſtead of one King Gon gave them two, 

by whom the Monarchy was torn and diſmem - 

ber d; and their Subjects felt the diſmal Effect: Wh 

of a fierce Contention between them. For (a 

r Kings the Sacred Hiſtory aſſures us) here 2945 Hur Nun 

e between Nehoboam and Jeroboam' all their 

Then for the Miſchiefs which attend frequent re 

Changes of Kings one after another; they are 

| likewiſe very conſiderable, tho perhaps not al. 

| together ſo great as the former. If their Reigns 
| 


be ſnorten d, and the Succeſſion precipitated by 
Treaſon, and Afſaſſination, or by Depofing, and 
violent Revolution; every body knows the Dr When, 
ſtraction, Licentiouſneſs, Madneſs, and Confi- 
ſion, which muſt neceſſarily follow upon ſuch 

i _ Alterations 


„ 


— EE N s TH 


Alterations. But even if the Succeſſion be ne- 


tion to have many Princes, tho They all give 
way to one another by a natural Death. Sund 
nconveniences will unavoidably enſue: There 


tet and Treaſonable Practiſes againſt the Lives 
f thoſe Princes; the Hopes 
be as unexpectedly daſn d, as they were at firſt 
nreaſonably rais d; ſome Miniſters will be re. 
oy d, and others advanc d; Parties and Fa. 
ons will increaſe and multiply, to the un- 
ettling of Mens Minds and the Endangering of 
he Conſtitution. In a Word, the State will be 
1a perpetual flux, always tofſing and uncer- 


mot reg, hoſe Waters caft forth Mire and 


ut of the People in the one, will be far more 
readful than he roaring of the: Faves in the 


Prince would perhaps be leſs prejudicial than 
e ſhort Reigns of many good ones. That this 


1 — was hkewiſe brought upon the People 
aa the Jervs as a Puniſnment for their Diſobe- 
8 ence may be collected from hence; that when 


hey were moſt wicked, the Reighs of their 
B vided, 


ver ſo regular, tis no ſmall Calamity to a Na- 


will be ſtrong Jealouſies, and Suſpicions of ſe- 
of — Men will 


her. Inſomuch that a long Reign even of an 


ain: it will be lke the troubled Sea'when it 10 57, 


Dirt : only with this difference, that he Tu. Pal 65-7 


Ings were ſhorteſt, After that People was di- 


. ——_— 
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vided, and Hrael and Judah became Two di MW; 
{tint Kingdoms; Aa, who was a good Prince, If 
had a long and proſperous Adminiſtration Over 4 
the latter: the true Fear and Worſhip of Goy ti 
being in a great meaſure kept up among Histo 
Subjects. Whereas on the other fide, the ten te 
Tribes of //rae/ , whoſe Kings were wicked, tu 
and who were themſelves over-run with Cor: Pa 
ruption and Idolatry, had during his Life, no im 
leſs than ſeven Sovereigns. And afterwards eit 
when the Men of Judah themſelves became «Me 
abominable in the fight of Go p, as their Bre. M. 
thren of //rael, and the Kings of both ſeem d ti ro 
contend and ſtrive with one another in Wicked e / 
neſs; ſhort and many were the Reigns in both. 
Kingdoms. Which perhaps prov d as heavy lo 
Judgment upon them, as the longeſt Life of th ne 
moſt barbarous Tyrant. 
But when not only the X7-gs, but the Gn 
ftitutions are often varyd'iin a Nation; whe 
not only Mau are the Princes, but many aber 
the forms of Government thereof; then ten 
Ruin, the Miſeries, and Confufion are as muchhbeir 
greater, as the Alteration is more extraordinar){Wad t 


| For the Proof of this, we may go no. farthry' 
than our own Country; and even in the Hrou; 

| ſtory of That we need not look very much baWidee 
| There being many ſtill diving among Us, un At 
bobi 7 4 remembe 


Lr 


"Quiz ENs Hang.. 


3 * . — GK —ʃ T—? k — — * 
remember the Times ot Anarchy, Contufion, 
Fanaticiſm, and Rebellion between the Years 


2 * s * 
(o and 60. Times, which then made this Na- 
tion infamous, and will for ever be a Reproach 


to it in ſucceeding Generations. - After the de. 


turning of Monarchy in the State, and Epiſco- 
pacy in the Church, what a Train of Calamities 


immediately followd! No Safety or Security. 
either to the Rulers, or the Rul'd; but Fear and 
u perplexity, Rapine and Injuſtice, Oppreſſion and 


or then They had the Liberty to impoſe that 


hey had purchas d at the Expence of ſo much 
Blood and Villany. New: Models of Govern- 
nent were invented almoſt every day; and 
hile ſuch Variety of Schemes was deviſing, 
he People had either no Government at all, or 


here ſeem d to be ſomething like an Eftabliſh- 
nent, They labour d under ſuch Preſſures, as 


Vd em, and had by their own Conttivance 
ought em upon Themſelves. Many Princes 
deed we cannot ſay They had; that Name was 
n Abomination to Them; and They had taken 

KS 7 effectual 


teſtable Murder of God's Vice-gerent, the Over 


Murder overſpread the whole Commomucalih. 


beloved name, which was the only Privilege 


hat which was worſe than none. For even when 


heir Neighbours would have pity d them for, 
d they not known that They righteouſly de- 


- 
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—""eetual Care to have no Royal Blood amory 
them, having murder'd the King, and baniſh; 


2 2 __— — 


His Family. And their Rulers were, tis con | 
fes d, far enough from being Princes; few oil « 
them being ſo high as the Nobility, and many 
- of them lower than the Gentry. But then Ve c 
may, and do ſay, that They had any Tyrani; M v 

| who all together laid a heavier Yoke upon them u 
than ever had been impos d by any King. Theſe G 
were the unſpeakable Privileges which the to 

People England enjoy d in thoſe bleſſed Day be 
Thus they ſecur d their Liberty, by making P. 
themſelves Saves; and their Properiy, M 'y 
throwing Affairs into ſuch Confuſion that u M 
Man could call any Thing His 07. tio 
What J have ſaid of thoſe Times is not beſd 4c 
my preſent Purpoſe; it agrees with my Text the 
and is applicable enough to the Occafion of th per! 
Day. For to have the Nation throughly en kne 
ble of the Miſery which was brought upon it the 
that unnatural Rebellion, greatly contributes 9 N 
make HER MajesTrYs Reign over us ſafe any and 
eaſy. And tho it has been ſo often taken no !peal 
tice of (much oftner perhaps than ſome Me ning 
would have it) yet it is ſtill never improper i ¶ ſon 
mention it, whenever we are diſcourſing abou as th, 
Government to an Engliſb Auditory. allo 


No that by ihe Trangreſſions of this 2 


/ 
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irs Governments were multiply d, and all thoſe 
Judgments brought upon it, we have great Rea- 
{on to believe. Tho“ perhaps it may be unpar- 
danable to lay any Guilt to the Charge of thoſe 
Holy Times; when the Saints, and the Hect 
carry d all before them, and whatever was done 
was done in the name of the; Lard. But not- 


withſtanding this, We will venture to ſuy that 


Generation was very wicked; and the more ſo 
for pretending to be Holy. For if that Land 
be ſinfull, in which Hypocriſy, Lying, Perjury, 
Pride, all manner of Injuſtice and Villany, En- 

vy, Hatred, Malice, and all Uncharitableneſs, 
Murder, Schiſm, Sacrilege, Blaſphemy, Sedi- 


tion, Rebellion and Regicide are national Crimes, 
and all varniſh 'd over with a Show of Sanctity; 


then was that as wicked an Age as This, or 
perhaps zny other Nation under Heaven ever 


knew. And here we may obſerve that moſt. of 


the Enormities I mention d, have in themſcel ves 
7 Natural Tendemer to produce thoſe Diuiſions 
and Alterations in a Kingdom of which I am 
ſpeaking: ſo that (as I ne in the Begin- 

ning of this Head) thoſe Miſchieſs arc occa- 
ſion d by the Tranſgre ſſium ꝙ a Land, not only 
as they are Punilhments inflicted by Gon, but. 


alſo as they are the genuine Effects, Conſe- 
For 


quences, and Products of thoſe very Sins. 


4 
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For let any Man confider the nature and 
bent of Turbulency and Faction, of Diſloyalty, 
Schiſm, Sedition, a Deſire of Change, and the 
like; and then let Him judge whether any Go- 
vernment be like to laſt long, when Men of 
ſuch Principles are numerous and powerfull. 
And it would be well, if ſuch Perſons would 
ſeriouſly. conſider whether it be even for their 
ou Advantage to purſue thoſe meaſures to 
which their vicious Appetites in Political Affairs 
may incline them. 'Thoſe who are not involyd 
in that Guilt may perhaps ſuffer for their other 
Sins, by the national Miſeries which ſuch ill 
Men bring upon the whole Community; but 
the very Authors themſelves will be ſure to 
feel thoſe fatal Conſequences, as well as others. 
They will-be-puniſh d by their Succeſs; and 

prora. 3a. ſufficiently. verify that of the wiſe Man, The 
Proſperity of Fools ſhall deſtray them. Nor 
can they reap any Satisfaction from the Work 
of their hands; unleſs it be the Satis ſaction of 
Devils, that of having made others miferable 
as well as Themſelves. Et | 
The Argument we have been upon, might be 
turn'd another way. And as we have ſupposd 
frequent Changes in Government to be Evil, 
and from thence infer d that they are probably 
ſometimes inflicted as Puniſhments: ſo on the 
. Reverle, 
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Reverſe? we might ſuppoſe them to be ng 
times inflicted as Popiſhments, a Nh "ber he 
infer that they att certainly Evi By 
Suppoſitton' we have the ben grohfd in 55 
world; the expreſs Aſſertion of Poly eber 
in my Text; and the Conſeq 0 755 5 55 

it is ſelf evident. And yet reaſon bg 
believe there are Men 15 8 Ni 290 44 10 far 
from . nh br theſe Wera to 'be Misfor- 
tunes, that y look upo 5 em to be the 
choĩceſt Bleſfings that 70 hap 1 Nation; 


at leaſt that can happen . Th 
are ever diſſatisfy d eine the 15 1 
tration, and longing to ſee; another face of Af. 
fairs.” Whether It bea better, ora v offt „They 
are not much concern d: eh it b. bin 1 
They are for 4 little tim "tolerably, eaſy. 
They mult ha ve Government, They defire 10 
ſee ſome Variety in it; and are for” :hange. o 
3 105 fer b ele as 15 bop fu. 
en w ve ſuch tions, nd- 
ing towards them, are by Principle Renee 


their Country, and rreſainptive Traytotrs to 
our moſt grace rereigh. he Me rioh' of 
whom uts it 2 dof't e S n Thing: ob; 


ſetvabl from the 25 5 1 74 
I. That wiſe and ORG Princes Have a 


mighty Irflivence'* to prevent thoſe Mille, % 
to 
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to prolong their Reigns, and ſecure the Con- 
ſtitution, Here again we cannot ſay in FF 
verſal Terms that the Wiſdom or ety of * 
Prince always does produce thoſe Effects 
* meg be affirm'd that It has — a 2 
3 5 ; and that generally ſpeaking, 
rd e good FA ences a&Fuall follow. The 
unſearchable. om of Providence ſometimes 
gives long life to the worſt of Kings, that They 
may be Plagues and Scourges to a wicked Peo- 
| = And on the fer hand, the Beſt are ſome. 
| times cut off, when They are ſcarce ſettled up 
on their Thrones; to chaſtiſe ſinfull Nations ' 
who are not worthy of Them. But then We r 
muſt obſerye that tho an ill Prince may govern 
for many Years, yet the Conſtitution will pro. Ie. 
bably be rather weaken'd than perpetuated by WE" 
Him: and that a good one in a ſhort Admin WM.” 
{tration may add Strength and enn to the 
Eſtabliſhment. 12 In 
Tho we cannot affirm that ey en This, Is * 
ways eected by the beſt of ——— whether MW 1 
their Reigns be ſhort, or long; and our own 7 
Country gives us a moſt Tragical, 1 0 5 to 15 
the contrary... The RoyalGrandfather of Hu 
PRESENT MajzsTy (whoſe. auſpicious . fy 
ceſſion to the Throne We this day joy fully 


commemorate) found by fatal Experience 175 
a Man 
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: Man of Underſtanding and Knowledge, and; 
f moſt conſummate Piety and Goodnels, docs 
ot neceſſari and 7fallibly prolong the State, .. 
His Reign, or even His own Life. For the In- 
Ivence of the moſt Excellent of Kings is not x:. 


— "I . 
0 
” 


cfiſtible, as ſome imagine God's Grace to bez. . 
ut by the prevailing Wickedneſs of a Rebellioug.. 


people it may be baffled and over-power'd, as .. 


tactually was in this very Inſtance. So daring 


ndrampant were the Inſolencies of the Subjects, 5 
0 oyer-ruling and uncontroulable were thoſe: 
Sins, which (like a general Deluge) overſpread 
he whole Nation; that the Piety and Wiſdom. 
that incomparable Prince were not able to 
km the Tide, and put a Stop to ſuch an In. 
Indation of Villany as then rolld in upon Him. 
0D was reſolvd to let His Juſtice take hold 
them; and tho He would abundantly Re- 
ard his rightebu Servant ina better State, yet 
execute Elis Wrath and Vengeance upon Tem, 
le ſuffer d Him and the Conſtitution to fall ta- 
ether. Thus was the beſt civil Eftabliſhment: 


Fr ap e ee 
hich was the Pride of the Reforr Fe 
e Glory A Gate eke don 
nd deſtroy'd; the Authority, the Honour, and 
e Life of 695 Andinted were vileh caſt 
; Monatthy and Epiſcopacy were by the 
* E . Game 
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” 


lame Engines oyer· turn d and iii lou, even | 


iety of the Prince have always a very ſtrong 


and Profaneneſs, is too well known, to require 


with the Dull. * \ ts ror ttt it SAN H 57-7 

But notwithſtanding theſe Limitations and 
Exceptions, it is certain from my Text, from 
the Reaſon of the thing it ſelf, and from Hi. 
ſtory and Experience, that the Wiſdom and 
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Tendency to lengthen His Reign, and ſettle 
the Conſtitution; and that gemerally, ſpeakin, 
they actually produce thoſe happy Effects. Hoy 
preyailing an Influence a Sovereign has upon 
His People to make them Religious, both by the 
Authority of His Example, and by His vige- 
rous Execution of the Laws againſt Immorality 


any ſort of Proof. And then it is no leſs ap n 
parent that as Vice and Wickedneſs, eſpecially 
thoſe Sins which I mention d, naturally tend 
to the Subverſion of Government, ſo the con- 
trary Vertues tend to It's Support and Sect 
rity. A wiſe and pious Prince therefore by 
His Influence makes His People Religious, and 
by that means makes he Crown flouri/h upon 
His own Head, and tranſmits the Kingdom {af 
and ſettled to His Poſterity. For the real [1 
tereſts of King and Subjects are ſo blended, that 
tis impoſſible to ſeparate them: and tho the 
former be the Source of the Proſperity a Nr 


tio! 
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tion enjoys, becauſe He has more Influence up- 
on the People, than the People upon Him; yet 
at Happineſs, like Light, is reflected, and 
rebounds upon the Original from whence it 
came. And then to this natural Tendency we 
q moſt likewiſe add the eſpecial Bleſſing of Go p, 
who in a ſignal manner watches over His 
Righteous Vice-gerents, directs their Counſels, | 
and proſpers their Endeayours. — 
Were Hiſtory and Experience to be conſulted 1 
uin this matter; We ſhould find that in fact this 
e Obſervation has generally prov d true. And in 
o. his, as in all other Caſes of the ſame Nature, 
yy Wee Sacred Records of G o Ds own People the 
eus, as they are deliver d in the Old Teſta- 
nent, ought chiefly to be regarded. Becauſe : 
ly thoſe things were written for our Admonition; 1 Cor. 10 
{87 bey are the beſt Rules and Standards we have,. 
n. o frame any Obſervation by; and from them 
eu- Ne can form the beſt Judgment concerning 
o Ds Dealing with any People. Now among 
all the good Kings both of //rae/and Judah We 
o not find one ſnort Reign; moſt of them were 
ong, and all of them conſiderable. To enu- 
Nerate Particulars would be as tedious as unne- 
hat ellary: 1 ſhall therefore paſs on to the next 
the bſervation, which depends upon what has 
Nen alread ly Kid, For ſince wile and religious 
0 C2 Princes 
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Princes have a mighty Influence to prevent thoſe 
 Miſchiefs above- mention d, to prolong their 
Reigns, and ſecure the conſtitution; there. 
ö | fore = yh 6 
[! III. The Acceſſion of ſuch a Prince to the 
| Throne, and his long Continuance upon it, i 
a moſt ſignal Bleſſing to His Subjects. This 
I propos d to apply to our own Circumſtances; 
nor need We inſiſt upon the Proof of it, fince 
is no more than a neceſſary and' felkevident 
Conſequence from the Two foregoing Obſery 
tions. And it is confirm d by many other Re: 
ſons, which in a matter ſo plain it would be fi 
per fluous to mention. Nor did I therefore |: 
down this Head, becauſe it requires Argument 
to eyince the Truth of it; but becauſe it ma 
be of uſe to refreſh our Memories, and reyin 
the gratefull Senſe we ought to have, of the ma 
ny Bleſſings we enjoy from HER PREsEN! 
MajesTys happy Adminiſtration. And t( 
do this is perhaps no leſs than neceſſary; find 
we are too apt to be unthankfull for Gop's Me! 
cies, eſpecially for thoſe which are National au 
Publick. A Bleſſing which is ſhar'd by Us: 
in common is generally but little regarded; an 
what is every body's Advantage we take to! 
Nobody's. Now that We of this Nation plc! 
tifully enjoy the Happineſs here ſpoken of, 1 
: pa 
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pears from hence; that our moſt gracious 
Qu EREN, whom Gop, as upon this Day, in mer- 
cy ſet over us, to fit upon the Throne of Her 
Fathers, do's in all points anſwer the Character 
of ſuch a Prince as the wiſe Man deſcribes in 
my Text; 16 bi ee e Blugo vine 
The glittering Pomp and Glory of this World, 
with all the Temptations of Power and Great- 
neſs, are ſo far from withdrawing Her Affections 
from Heavenly Things, that SRE is as emi- 
nent for Her Piety and Devotion to God, as 
SHE is for that High Station in which He has 
plac d HER. Her Royal Proclamations ſor the 
Encouragement of Religion, and the Suppreſ- 
ſion of Vice and Immorality, are ſufficient Proofs 
of Her Zeal for the Honour of Gop; and of Her 
being ſenſible, that the beſt Method to ſecure the 
Authority of Human Laws, is to make them 
ſupport and vindicate the Divine. Her tender 
Care of all Her Subjects in general appears from 
Her unweary d Diligence in providing both at 
home, and abroad for the publick Good; and 
from Her ſo largely contributing out of Her 
own Revenue to eaſe Her People of ſome of 
the Expences occaſion d by this neceſſary War. 
or 1s Her particular Concern for the Eſtabliſnd 
Church of England leſs conſpicuous; from Her 
frequent Affectionate Declarations in Its * 
an 
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and above all from Her unparallel'd Bounty to 
the poorer Clergy. A Liberality which ought 
always to be gratefully remember d by Us, and 
eſpecially upon this Anniverſary Solemnity to 

be always publickly taken notice of. As no- | 
thing could be a clearer Evidence of Her Royal 
Affection to our moſt excellent Church; ſo it 
was certainly the moſt proper, and beſt adapted 
Charity that could well be thought of. 4; WW. 
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tending to reſcue Perſons of a ſacred Character 
from thoſe Injuries and Affronts which are eye. 
ry day thrown upon them, by thoſe who hate Ip 
and deſpiſe either Religion in general, or the WM. 
Church of England in particular. 
Hut it is not my Deſign to enumerate all the Man 
Vertues which adorn, and enrich Her Sacred BW. : 
Perſon; it may ſuffice to have given ſome ge. . 
neral Hints, and to have mention d a few things the 
out of very many: which are enough to ſhew ne 
that SHE is as much rais d above the Generality Ne 
of Princes by Her Goodneſs, as all Princes ate bel 
above the reſt of the World by their Power and Mz. 
Authority. That therefore in H ER we abun - Mfhe 
dantly enjoy the Bleſſing mention d in my Text Non 
and by HR our Happineſs is like to be ſecurdꝭ Nip 
if We do not by our manifold Proyocation 
over-power the Royal Influence, and rende! 


our ſelves unworthy of Her Reign over Us 
Which 
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Which leads me, in the Fourth, and laſt place, 
IV. To dra ſome practical Inferences from 
the foregoing Obſervat ions. 
1. Firſt then, Since civil Diſſenſions, and 
Changes in Government are ſo great Calami- 
ties; we muſt carefully beware of all Fomenters 
of ſuch Divifions, and Promoters of ſuch Altera- 
tions; muſt ſet a Brand upon all thoſe who 
would inſtill: ſuch Notions into us; oppoſe the 
Men, and deteſt the Principles. And todo this 
may ſometimes perhaps be no very eaſy matter. 
For Faction and Sedition are ſtrangely reſtleſs 


and active, as well as crafty and defigning; they 


will appear in a hundred different Shapes, to in- 
ſinuate themſelves into our Affections; and if 
we be not very cautious, may engage us deep in 
ſome wicked Project, before we are ſenſible whi- 
ther we are going. To prevent which in ſome 
meaſure, it will be requiſite to obſerve, that 
Schiſm in the Church is nearly ally'd to Re- 
dellion in the State: it appears from Experience 
that in fact theſe two have generally gone toge- 
her, and in Reaſon there is a very good Ac- 
ount to be given of it. For they both depend 
pon the ſame Principle, a perverſe, moody, 
ntractable Temper; which is ever quarrelling 
th the Preſent, and never ſatisfy d with any 
ſtabliſnment, for no other Reaſon but Secau/e- 

| | | | a 
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it is an Eſtabliſhment. Thoſe who are ſuch 
Lovers of Variety, are always the worſt of Sub. 
jects; and He that defires to ſee /everal Princes 
upon the Throne, will never be truly loyal to 
any. "Tis obſervable that Perſons who are of 
this variable Diſpoſition 1n-Governmert, com. 
monly ſhew it in other Matters of the higheſt 
Concern. Men who are unſettled in their Loyal. 
ty are generally ſo in their Religion; and He 
that 15 fickle in both has certainly but very little 
of either. Very proper therefore to this pur- 
poſe is that remarkable Advice which the Royal 
Author of my Text gives in another place, Mi 
Som fear thou the Lord, and the King, and ml 
ale not with them that are given to cham. 
For to love Changing for Changing's ſake, to 
be always longing for an Alteration, and ei. 
deayouring to effect it upon every Diſlike, d 
even upon every great Inconvenience, theſe i 
leaſt are ſurely ſuch Revolution. Principles 
every good Eugliſumas and every good Chris 
ought with the utmoſt Deteſtation to abandon 

and abhor. een 9.41 | We 
2. Secondly, Since the above: mention d Cal 
mities are brought upon us by our Sins; i 
ought to live good Lives, in order to prevel 
them. Could we but once ſee Religion flour! 
in our Nation; what Happineſs and Preſperig m 

"I mil 
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might we not fairly promiſe to our ſelves? And 
ſince we are ſpeaking of a whole Community, 
of all the Kingdom in general; it were greatly 
to be wiſh'd we could bring every Particular 
Perſon off from that fatal Error, of acknow- 
ledging every body s Vices, but His oẽn! We 
are all ready enough to complain of the Wicked- 
neſs of the Age; but who cares to look home, 
and apply ſome of it to Himſelf? Whereas 
would every one of the QuE EN 's Subjects take 
care to correct His own Faults; we may anſwer 
for it, that the Publick would be in a moſt flou- 
riſning Condition. And to contribute a little 
towards this bleſſed End, tho tis impracticable 
o reckon up the Sins of particular Perſons; I 
mall briefly put Lou in mind of ſome of the 
eigning and national Provocations, which call 
or Gops Vengeance upon this Kingdom. 

The Contempt of all Religion in ſome, the 
ntire Neglect of it in others; no grateful ſenſe 
df Gop's Mercy to us, and no fear of His Judg- 


i 


oh nents; want of Zeal and Affection to our moſt 
xcellent, and truly Apoſtolical Church, Slight- 

als and Undervaluing it's Ordinances, and by 

vo voſt unjuſtifiable Schiſm ſeparating from it. 


he open and barefac d Leudneſs, Debauchery, 

nd Profaneneſs of great Numbers; the no leſs 

annable Hypocriſy, Prevarication, and Shuf- 
55 ” . 
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fling. in Religion of others;; and (to mention ng 
more) the Fierceneſs ;) Rage; and Unchriſtian 
Malice of Parties and Factions By theſe laſt 
the Nation is 10,ſhatter'd and divided; that, if 
we be not yery catefull to remedy theſe Evil, 
vo! have,great Reaſon to fear that it's Deſtru. 


ion approaches. Let us therefore all endes. 


* 


vour to promote Unity and Concord among our 


ſelves by /orhearing one another im love, and li 
bouring to ſuppreſs that Spirit of Uncharitable 
neſs which now rages among us; i and Triumphs 


upon the Ruins of Chriſtianit. 


* 0 A 


Hut then We muſt. beware that by a miſtaken 
Notion of this Vertue we be not carry d into a 
5 dangerous Vice. It is by no means incon- 

ſtent with that Loye and Brotherly Kindneß 
which the Goſpel commands, to rebuke the De. 
figns and Principles of ill Men with Sharpneß 
and Severity; nor to oppoſe them with Vigaur, 
Conſtancy, and Courage. So far from it, that 
it is our indiſpenſable Duty to act in this man- 
ner „ it tends to the Peace and Welfare of out 


Country, and is the greateſt Inſtance of real 


Charity that we can ſhew to thoſe very Men 
themſelves. But to perform this Task of Peace. 
making as we ought; we muſt! by all Zi 
means, labour to heal theſe fatal-Breaches; mul 
adminiſter no occaſion of Diviſions our ſel ves, 


and 
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and when any is offer d to us, decline it, if we 
can with a';/afe Conſcience; if not, we muſt op- 
poſe ill-defigning Men; but tho it ought to be 
with Zeal, Bravery, and Reſolution, yet muſt it 
not be with Bitterneſs, and Fury: but with Cha- 


rity, and hearty Prayer, for the Reformation 


of their Lives, _ the Confuſion of their De- 
vices. - 

And now lam upon this, I cannot but take 
notice of the great Incendiaries of the Nation; 


hoſe ſcandalous and profligate Scriblers of wie- 


ked Pamphlets, as void of Loyalty and Reli- 
zion as they are of Learning andSenſe ; who 


n theſe licentious Times make it their Trade 


nd Profeſſion to ſet the Kingdom in a flame; 
d vilify and beſpatter ſome of the beſt Fr iends 
heQUEEN and Church have,to repreſent them 
Papiſts and Enemies to HER MAE SN v, to 
hom they have ſworn Allegiance, and Friends 
da * Prinde whom they have as ſolemn- 
abjur d. I hall not go about to give an An- 
ver to theſe ſhandrous Objections; Every body 
common ſenſe knows they require none, and 
ery body of common Honeſty will aek now. 
dge it. 1 only mention this to put us in mindof 
e pernicious Tendency of ſuch vile Prackices. 
To conclude this Head; let us whe are pri- 
ite  Perfons reform e our own Lives; and con- 
der, 
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others as well as your Selves, by putting the 


all men; for Kings, and all that are in Auth 


fer, You that are in Authority, that it is You 
indiſpenſable Duty to have a watchful Eye oyer 


Laws ſeverely in Execution againſt all that In. 
morality and Prophanenefs which falls under 
Your Cognizance. By theſe means we ſnall purſue 
the real Intereſt both ofour QUE EN, and of our 
Selves; ſhall procure HE R the Happineſs of ſee. 
ing Her Subjects flouriſh, and Her Subjects the 
Happineſs of long enjoy ing ſo great a Bleſſing as 
ſo wiſe and gracious a Sovereign. 

3. Laſtly, Since Princes have ſo great an In. 
fluence upon their People; it is both our Duty, 
and Intereſt to put up our earneſt Petitions tt 
the Throne of grace in their behalf, to pray f 
their Happineſs and Proſperity, to beſeech Go! 
to turn the Hearts of thoſe that are bad, and t 
give Him praiſe and thanks for thoſe that ar 
good. According to St. Paul's Advice, I. J. 
2. I. I Exhort therefore that firſt of all Suppl 


cations, Prayers, and Interceffions be made 


y; that we may lead a quiet and peaceabk 
life in all godlineſs and honeſty. This is our plcal 
ing Task at this time, to give Go p thanks for tt 
beſt of Princes, and to pray that We may ha 
many of theſe Aſſemblies upon the ſame Occ 
fion, and for the ſame Perſon. Bleſsed thereto! 
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and ador d be the infinite Goodneſs for the mer- 
cy which was upon this Day beſtow d upon us; 
and may we all have grace to live ſuch lives as 
may deſerve the Continuance of it. May that 
Gor, by whom Kings reign, and Princes decree pn s, 
Juſtice, pour all his Bleſſings upon the Royal ** 
Head and Heart of our moſt gracious Sovereign; 
may He conduct HE R with ſafety through theſe 
difficult and dangerous Times, direct Her Coun- 
ſels at home, and proſper Her Arms abroad; give 
HER a long and happy Reign over us here, and a 
neyer- fading Crown of glory in His Kingdom 
hereafter. In ſnort, ſince S H ſo fully anſwers the 
Character given in my Text, may the Words of 
it be punctually verify d of HE R; by Her Under- 
anding and Knowledge may the State be pro- 
ang d; and for many, many Years may none 
but HER SELF be the Prince theregg. 
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